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I’ve been a regular at MEC’s Annual Meetings since I 
became Governor, and regret I can’t join you personally 
today as you celebrate MEC’s 60th anniversary.

It’s hard to imagine, but MEC pre-dates Blake Wilson!

I want to congratulate the STAR students and their 
teachers, who are in the audience today. I always look at 
Mississippi as a state of high achievers and I’m proud of 
your successes.

And, speaking of high achievers, I understand Chancellor 
Robert Khayat is there, too. What great service he has 
rendered to the cause of higher education. Chancellor, I 
salute your service to Mississippi.

I’m in South Carolina with some other Governors talking 
about issues I know you’re interested in – like tax policy, 
energy, and health care. 

But I did want to offer a few words of welcome as you 
gather in Jackson. 

No one understands the depth of the international economic
troubles better than all of you – people who run businesses 
and create jobs; people who pay taxes and have a right to 
expect good government; people who give their time and 
energy to community and state activities.

You’ve been contributors to the growth of per capita 
personal income in Mississippi, growth of nearly 28 percent 
over the past five years. That is a remarkable achievement 
in which we all can share.



To MEC’s leadership and membership, I appreciate what 
you do, and want you to know Mississippi is a better place 
for your active roles.

Our state, like all states, our country and world, faces 
challenging times. One of the challenges is to wisely and 
effectively use the stimulus funding that has come our way.

At the conclusion of this Annual Meeting, you are welcome 
to come over to the Trustmark Ballroom here in the Jackson 
Convention Complex, where beginning around 2 o’clock a 
lot of information on plans for the stimulus will be shared. 

I know this Annual Meeting has an informative, useful 
agenda. So, just let me say for Marsha and me, welcome to 
your state capital and best wishes for productive sessions.

Thanks.


